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he first contracts
have been signed off
by the by the Lower
Murray Darling
Catchment Manage-
ment Authority.

Chair of the Lower Murray Dar-
ling Catchment Management
Authority (LMD CMA) Mark
King, said “I am very pleased
to announcement the signing
of two contracts for Soil, Crop
& Recharge Projects.”

“These projects represent a
significant investment in the
catchment.”

“In addition a contract has also

been signed with the Range-

lands Management Action Plan

group to provide an officer in support of the Rangelands Incentives
Strategy,” said Mark King.

Agreements for the first two Incentives Agreements are due for sign

off as this newsletter goes out. One will see 30,000 hectares of land

registered as conservation, the other is sustainable grazing steward-
ship funding.

The Lower
Murray  Darling
Catchment Man-
agement Author-
ity has also been
successful in se-
curing funding for
a mallee fowl pro-
ject at Lake Victo-
ria and Roadside
Vegetation fund-

ing. &




Welcome to the Christmas issue of the LMD CMA newsletter.

With Community Consultation on the Catchment Action Plan (CAP) com-
plete the Board has fine tuned the plan.

Staff have been working hard to get projects operational with a number of
continuing contracts signed and tenders going out for advertising.

We have also submitted funding applications for Biodiversity Research
and a cross regional application for funds under the ‘Defeating the weeds
Menace’ for Weeds of National Significance.

On behalf of the Staff and the Board, | would like to take this opportunity
to wish you and your family a happy and safe Christmas period.

Cheers,

Mark King

The draft plan has been submitted to the Natural Resources Commission
(NRC) for consideration and recommendation to the Australian and State
government for approval.

The CAP is based on years of work by the catchment community in man-
aging natural resources in the catchment.

The target based format on the CAP provides the means to determine the
impact of activities undertaken in the catchment giving a short and long
term benefit to the condition of natural resources.

Approval of the CAP will provide security of funding to the catchment,
benefiting the community, environment, economic and social structure.

The Lower Murray Dar-
ling CMA has reached
full strength of 14 re- [EREEEIILE]
current staff. Externall .

funded staff are re)f LMD CMA Board Meeting
cruited on a temporary
basis to provide sup-
e S SRLLE  Small project applications close ...13th Jan
catchment of 6.3 million
hectares that is equal ESEIIVETRY
to one recurrent staff
member ‘N:-Ngl LMD CMA Board Meeting
450,000ha.
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Local government in the catchment have
signed individual Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) documents with the
Lower Murray Darling Catchment
Management Authority. The MoU supports a
cooperative relationship between the groups
and facilitates a partnership approach.

Local government in the catchment comprises
— Wentworth Shire Council, Balranald Shire
Council, Central Darling Shire Council and
Broken Hill City Council.

Funding partnerships have been developed
with one of the above councils, with another
proposed in the near future.
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Following the recent announcement by
Minister lan MacDonald regarding the
commencement of the new Native
Vegetation Act 2003, the Lower Murray
Darling Catchment Management Authority
(the CMA) will be providing information to
interested individuals and groups across
the Lower Murray Darling region. The aim
is to provide information to the community
regarding the new Act and the CMAs role
in assisting landholders with vegetation
planning and management.

Mark King Chair of the Lower Murray Darling
CMA said the new Native Vegetation Act
offers an improved approach to managing
native vegetation in New South Wales. This

new approach has been developed in
conjunction with the NSW Farmers
Association, Peak conservation groups and
through community consultation. The CMA will
have a major role in supporting farmers and
landholders with this new approach by helping
landholders develop Property Vegetation
Plans (PVP). The Department of
Infrastructure Planning and Natural Resources
will manage private native forestry and
compliance.

The LMD CMA expects to allocate over $2
million during the four year period for
landholders to improve native vegetation.

“Our major emphasis is to work with
landholders in the Lower Murray Darling
region in the implementation of to new Native
Vegetation Act and development of property
vegetation plans” said Mark King, Chair of the
LMD CMA.

Landholders who develop a PVP will also be
eligible for incentive funds to help restore
degraded land and protect existing native
vegetation.

To help landholders, community groups,
businesses and government understand the
new Act and the CMA’s role in preparing
PVPs, the CMA PVP Officers will visiting
properties across the Lower Murray Darling
region.

For further information (regarding the
Native Vegetation Act):

www.nativevegetation.nsw.gov.au

CMA website: www.Imd.cma.nsw.gov.au
Phone the CMA on: (03) 5021 9460
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Recognition of quality wind erosion research and monitoring in the Lower
Murray Darling Catchment Management Authority has resulted in a col-
laborative research project between Japanese, Hong Kong and Australian
groups called the Japanese Australian Dust Experiment or JADE", said
Mark King Chair of LMDCMA.

“The project aims to gain a better understanding on how dust is emitted
from agricultural soils, which complements the work undertaken in the
catchment by Dr John Leys of Department of Infrastructure, Planning and
Natural Resources”.

In a collaborative effort, the scientists will work with local landholders to
measure and model different dust emission rates from a range of soils.

“Dr. John Leys has been carrying out research in the Lower Murray Dar-
ling catchment over the last 15 years on dust and soil, and has received
international recognition, leading to local visits by Japanese scientists,”
said Mark King.

The Japanese scientists, led by Dr Mikami, have developed sophisticated
sensors to measure the number and size of particles moving in an erosion
event. This will be the first time such sophisticated technology has been
used in agricultural areas. The Australian scientists, led by Dr Leys, have
a portable wind tunnel and equipment that will be used to calibrate the
Japanese particle-size sensors. The Hong Kong scientist Professor Shao,
has developed a numerical wind erosion model to predict dust emission
and transport at continental scales.

The interest in dust in the atmosphere stems from the realisation that very
small particles of dust will remain suspended in the upper atmosphere
and contribute to changes in sunlight penetration and cloud formation.

The information will be used in a wind erosion model that estimates dust
emission for global circulation models that are used to determine the ef-
fect of dust on global warming and its effect on climate change.

Mark King said the LMD CMA has established a monitoring program with
2003/4 funds from National Landcare Program plus small amounts from
the Natural Heritage Trust and National Action Plan, the Desert Knowl-
edge Co-operative Research Centre. Monitoring will continue until 2007
with funds from State and Australian Government’s (National Action Plan)
and Desert Knowledge Co-operative Research Centre.

“The LMD CMA believes that the combination of local data collection and
international project activities will lead to more effective monitoring at pad-
dock, region and national scales and improve understanding of erosion
processes” said Mark King,

“With growing interest in the monitoring and evaluation of environmental
indicators, we believe that LMD CMA program will provide a model for

n &$$ other CMAs and state agencies adopting a similar dust monitoring pro-
gram.”
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In the last edition of

e News, the main

activities to be un-

dertaken as part of

this project were

outined and in-

cluded the con-

struction of a fish passage at Burtundy Weir,
the development and implementation of man-
agement plans for priority fish habitats and
monitoring of sites to determine any improve-
ment in the species and abundance ratio.

Contactors are currently been sought for two
projects that will encompass the above men-
tioned activities. One project will involve the
construction of the fish passage and fish habi-
tat rehabilitation and the other will incorporate
the fish and fish habitat monitoring. Both pro-
jects are due to begin by February 2006.

Irrigation incentives made available by the
LMD CMA are now available and are being
managed by Jeremy Giddings of the Depart-
ment of Primary Industries.

Incentives are being offered (dollar for dollar
except training) for Irrigation Management
Training ($120 per person); Part A Irrigation
Drainage Management Plans (max $7,500
per irrigator), Part B Irrigation System Up-
grade (max of $15,000 per irrigator); Part C
Irrigation Scheduling- to a (max of $7,000 per
irrigator).

Incentives are available for works in areas
that have not previously received funds by a
government incentives project. This incentives
program is also only available to irrigators out-
side of the Western Murray Irrigation Area as
a separate incentives program is available for
that area.

Please note that completion of the Irrigation
Training Management Course is a prerequi-
site for application for other incentives.

In the last edition of E News, we reported that
Patterson Britton and Partners has been en-
gaged by the LMD CMA to investigate the lo-
cation of floodplain structures along the Great
Darling Anabranch and Murray and Darling
Rivers in it's catchment, investigate the flood
breakout points & water movements across
areas of the Lower Darling floodplain, and
produce an environmental flow model for the
Great Darling Anabranch.

To date the desk-top investigation of the loca-
tion of structures in the floodplain has been
completed as has the hydraulic model for the
Anabranch. The field work to confirm the loca-
tion and types of structures will occur in the
first week of December 2005.
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Sinclair Knight Merz (SKM) has completed its
estimations of current and future drainage
rates at various horticultural locations in the
LMD catchment and has produced a report
that includes their findings and an overview
the environmental and institutional issues as-
sociated with those findings.

This report will be considered at a meeting of
stakeholders, including government agency
representatives, technical experts and land-
holders, where the risks and benefits of con-
structing community drainage schemes will be
assessed. The risk assessment project in its
entirety is due to be completed by SKM by
mid December 2005. Following this the LMD
CMA will begin to engage with communities
identified as being likely to benefit from a
community drainage scheme.
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Through the LMD Investment Strategy, the LMD CMA has ac-
cessed funding for a wetland rehabilitation project. Stage one of the
project, completed by the Murray Wetlands Working Group
(MWWG) in August 2005, involved identifying wetlands along the
Murray and Darling reaches that require rehabilitation, determining
the appropriate types of on-ground works required and establishing
a list of priority areas. Stage two of the project, which is due to com-
mence in February 2006, is aimed at implementing recommenda-
tions from stage one and for each relevant wetland will involve:

- finalisation of technical investigations such as baseline flora
and fauna surveys, surface water and groundwater surveys
and wetland hydrology (past, present and potential), topog-
raphic surveys, cultural heritage surveys:

/ 01 # - investigation of fish passage requirements (designs and cost-
( ings) in order to detail the required rehabilitation works;

- development of a works program; and,

- rehabilitation works such as the removal of inappropriate and
redundant wetland structures, and in some cases the installa-
tion of new structures.

Ultimately, the project is aimed at reinstating a wetting and drying

cycle to an estimated 3000ha of freshwater ephemeral wetland sys-
" tems within the Lower Murray Darling Catchment. The overall ob-

jective is to improve the health of flora and fauna and biodiversity

# values of the Murray and Darling River systems. In some cases wa-
ter savings may be gained that can be applied in other areas for
$ other environmental benefits.
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Last month, the bi-annual Mallee Sustainable Farming (MSF) Kerribee Field Day was held on the
6™ October with around 70 landholders in attendance, making the day quite successful.

The theme for the field day was 'Innovative Dryland Cropping and Grazing' with guest speakers
coming from far and wide to present topics on
sheep breed options, organic sheep produc-
tion, low input alternative crops, techniques to
reduce spray drift, Farm Safe/Work Safe and
Property Vegetation Planning (PVP) to nhame
just a few of the presentations given. Local
machinery dealerships, agricultural supply
stores and other exhibitors such as Govern-
ment agencies also came along to the field
day to showcase the latest exhibits and infor-
mation that they have available. LMD CMA
provided funds to produce the booklets for
participants.
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We have reached that time of the year again (and boy has it come around
fast!) - harvest time, which means soil coring time, roadside erosion survey

time and erosion risk assessment time.

Over the next three months (November 2005 through to January 2006) the
above mentioned field based activities will be occurring, with soil coring com-
mencing on the 14" through to the 18" November, 2005. The roadside ero-
sion survey is to be carried out on the 12" through to the 14™ December,
2005 with the erosion risk assessment on 100 neutron probe sites being car-
ried out after harvest from mid December 2005 through January 2006.

n 89 +

Greening Australia has received an extra $1 million
to continue the successful Exchange: a National
Vegetation Knowledge Service project.

The two-year Natural Heritage Trust funding was
announced today by Australian Government
Ministers for the Environment, Senator Ilan
Campbell, and Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry,
Peter McGauran.

Exchange is a vegetation knowledge service that
aims to bridge the gap between scientific research
and the needs of natural resource management
practitioners.

Senator Campbell said the latest information on
our native vegetation was now more user-friendly
with the advent of the project.

"Exchange is part of the Australian Government's
response to requests from regional groups for
better access to scientific data on our natural
resources," he said.

"Greening Australia's groundbreaking service has
already produced a number of practical tools and
guides, which take the most up-to-date research
and innovation in vegetation management to rural
land managers and property owners."

These tools include a valuable ready-reference
guide to current publications and development
agencies, and the new guides to research and
resources: Native Vegetation and Regional
Management and Native Vegetation and Property
Management. These publications are now
available online.

Speaking at the Canberra launch of the Exchange
service today, Mr McGauran said it was important
to look after our native vegetation systems as they
provided many benefits to the landscape.

"We know that healthy vegetation is critical to
addressing issues like salinity, water quality and
biodiversity. It also helps us maintain sustainable

agricultural, forestry and pastoral production
systems," he said.

"We want to give farmers the best possible
information and sources of expertise so they can
continue to carefully manage native vegetation for
their own benefit and on behalf of the broader
community.

"The Exchange service is already providing the
most comprehensive information available in
Australia and we look forward to seeing how it will
grow and develop with this new funding boost."

% (Linking knowledge, science and practice)

The National Vegetation Knowledge Service is the
gateway to all your vegetation knowledge needs.
Exchange links practical knowledge with research
knowledge, and can provide you with the resources and
contacts to help resolve your vegetation management
challenges.

Exchange has links with: Bush tracks Online (a
searchable database of natural resource management
publications, technical; on-line resources; and
publications Library containing fact sheets, case studies
and technical publications relevant to native vegetation.
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e-Bulletin is a collated electronic news and information
service distributed fortnightly by Greening Australia as
part of Exchange. It includes clips of current news items
relevant to natural resource management over the
previous fortnight and links back to the source material.

Subject areas for each eBulletin will vary depending on
what has hit the news but may include:Vegetation
Management; Water Management; Salinity; Weed
and/or Pest Management; Sustainable Agriculture;
Greenhouse/Climate Change

More information:

www.greeningaustralia.org.au

exchange@greeningaustralia.org.au

Greening Australia on (02) 6281 8585.
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LMD CMA have an NRM funding information e-mail list that goes out
about every eight weeks or so, if you would like to be on the list send an
email to us (karen.casey@cma.nsw.gov.au) with “NRM funding info list” in

the subject title and we will add you to our contact list.

For funding opportunities and other information and links, visit the
Australian Government website: www.nrm.gov.au.

Another good information site is the Australian Agriculture and Natural

Resources Online: www.aanro.net
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A new toxic bait made with kanga-
roo meat and chicken fat is being
investigated by various govern-
ment agencies to help combat fe-
ral cat populations. The toxin,
para-aminopropiophenone
(PAPP), can be used to treat hu-
man radiation sickness and cya-
nide poisoning. In cats it induces a
lethal case of methaemoglobinae-
mia, in which the blood's haemo-
globin is oxidised to a form that
cannot carry oxygen, causing leth-
argy, unconsciousness and death
with an hour. Studies have shown
that cats are more susceptible to

sums), mak-
ing PAPP a
good candi-
date for bait.
The bait is
made in the
foom of a
large  hard
pellet. Feral
cats tend to
swallow their
food in relatively large portions,
while native animals tend to chew
their food very carefully and are
likely to spit out the poison pellet
when they find they can't chew it.

Read more at:
http://www.abc.net.au/science/news/en
viro/EnviroRepublish 1429383.htm

developing methaemoglobinaemia
than other animals (including na-
tive species such as Brushtail pos-
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The NSW Department of Primary Industries currently produces and
distributes over 160 weed resources including publications, brochures,
posters, ID cards and bookmarks — all designed to raise awareness and
increase knowledge and skills.

The DPI has just released its 2005 Weeds Publications CD which contains
most of the range of current NSW DPI
weeds publications in PDF format.

To order this CD, or any of the other
resources mentioned above, please
contact the NSW DPI Bookshop via
email on: bookshop@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Or via the Toll Free number:

1 800 028 374




